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NEWSLETTER April 2016 
 
Dear Brent Supporters 
 
I guess we are all longing for the warmth and sunshine.  Let us hope that this current, cold bite to 
the weather is a precursor to a calm and warm summer, which we personally at Steam Tug Brent 
would like in order to allow the maximum of time spent on board to be devoted to smartening up 
the appearance of the Brent; in her prime position at the quayside by Cook’s Yard, she is in 
constant view of the passing public. 
This work, already started last year with the painting of the decks, the cabin top forward of the 
wheelhouse and the wheelhouse varnish, will continue this year with the painting of the rails, hull, 
cabin top – in fact all the other areas open to the weather. Brent is a popular attraction and we 
want to make her appearance worthy of this.

Steam Tug Brent Trust  
www.steamtugbrent.org 

Email: info@steamtugbrent.org 

   Steam Tug Brent of 1945 
 

 Steam Tug Brent (@steamtugbrent) 
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It is a small space and can probably only accommodate about 10 or 12 people at maximum. 
 
We are also altering the gangway arrangements to make access on and off the vessel easier.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Loved and well fed by the passers-by, the Ship’s Cat,  
resident watch keeper, has been on board the  
vessel all winter.   
The Brent crew have made few visits to the tug;   
volunteers to measure up for something,  
trustees to check that everything is in order,  
otherwise it has been quiet on board. 

We have, however been busy off site.  

 

 

As well as work to the exterior, we also have plans to 
make a small exhibition space in the aft cabin. The 
diagram, taken form Brent’s General Arrangement 
Drawing, shows the seating round three sides of the 
cabin and the food and wardrobe cupboards behind, 
along the aft bulkhead.  The seating and cupboards 
are all in place and are the originals, put in when 
Brent was built. The cabin no longer has the partition 
shown round the stairway. The labelling on the cabin 
floor, relates to movable plates over the shaft. There 
is space on the forward bulkhead for displays and to 
project images and videos. 

 

 

In February we had a very 
interesting and positive meeting 
with the Museum of Power at 
Langford.  The museum is in a 
substantial and capacious former 
pumping station with extensive 
grounds.  It houses one of its original 
triple expansion steam pumping 
engines and many other power 
related exhibits. We are keen to link 
with them since we, as a very small 
steam museum, are limited in what 
we can do on our own. 
Plans for the future include joint 
open days and linked ‘steam tours’.   
Meanwhile, we are already grateful 
to them and have benefitted from 
their generosity. 
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The Lister engine which featured in our newsletter of last August, was worked on by the volunteer 
team over the winter and in February taken to the Museum of Power, where it was tested.   
Sold on Ebay for the Trust, it raised nearly £200 for the Brent’s funds. 

 
We have long planned to remove the fuel oil from Brent’s bunkers and have had quotations from 
several companies.  These ranged from £500 to over £2000; not cheap, bearing in mind that they 
would have the 3000 or so litres of fuel which is in the tanks. Following discussion with the 
Museum of Power, the Museum have offered to store the fuel for us in their bunded area, until 
such time as the repair work to Brent is complete and we are ready to use it.  We are indebted to 
them for this. 

 
Some of you may have noticed, if you are local and walk past the Brent, that her light boxes were 
missing.  
 
 

Finally finished earlier in the month we were able to fit the new light boxes on the 29th April, just in 
time for this newsletter and our Bank Holiday open days on the 1st and 2nd of May. 
 
I am sure you will agree that they look very smart!  
 

  

 

They were in a poor state and 
beyond repair. 
Tony Seaman, one our volunteers, 
has made two replicas this winter. A 
lot of work was involved, making a 
pattern from the original, 
researching the best wood to use, 
and which paint to ensure that the 
shades of red and green were 
authentic.  (Regulations now 
stipulate black, but we are not going 
to sea for a while yet!) 
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We are slowly putting together a collection of model tugs.  We already have the one which was on 
display at the boat show made by Ron Hall and one which we were given.  Mark, one of our 
volunteers, arranged the restoration of it. 
 
 

James Morgan, volunteer, keen on researching the history of the TID tugs, has decided to build his 
model of Brent as she was in her working days in the Port of London. 

 

Ron Kemp, a local model 
maker, offered to make a 
model for us.  I watched its 
progress once he got near to 
the finishing stages.  Built from 
scratch it’s a lovely model. 
 
He donated the model, giving 
not only that tremendous 
amount of time which he spent 
on it, but also the cost of all the 
materials used. 
 
We greatly appreciate his 
generosity and thank him most 
sincerely. 
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On behalf of the Trustees and Volunteer Team 
 
Wishing you a fair breeze and good sailing for the summer season. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Janet 
 
Trustees:      Richard Albanese, Chairman      Paul Burgoyne     Janet Hall   
   

Volunteer Team:     Paul Burgoyne,  Janet Hall,  Amelia Hall, Tony Kirk,  Penny Kirk, Tony Seaman,  James Morgan,  
Richard Cooper,  Mandy Cooper,  Mark Watsham,  Gill Clegg,  Ray Binning and  Sue Stewart. 

When Brent worked in the Port of 
London Authority’s dredging 
department, she towed a rake to 
clear silt on the river bed. To lift 
the rake she had a large winch, 
which James has included, on the 
aft deck.  
The P.L.A. colour scheme varied 
slightly through the years; James 
settled for the colour scheme of 
the early days of her working life. 
 
We look forward to seeing the 
finished model. 
The full story of building the model 
will be published on our website. 

 

 

Our photos of a winter sunrise over the 
river were very popular as is our 
promotional film. 
From Facebook: 
“Big Picture Charity Films have kindly 
supported Steam Tug Brent Trust, having 
produced this fantastic short film to help 
us with publicity and fundraising as part of 
our Heritage Lottery application. Please 
take a look and share with your family and 
friends! Brent’s voyage to becoming a 
working tug again is underway!” 
 
Do take a look on Facebook or on our 
website. 
 


